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stresses that importance. I hope all Members
will join me to pass this legislation.
f

JONES ACT RESOLUTION

HON. GERALD B.H. SOLOMON
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 17, 1997

Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, today, I and
my distinguished colleague on the Rules Com-
mittee, Mr. MOAKLEY, join a bipartisan group of
our colleagues in introducing a resolution that
will strongly reaffirm the Congress’ support for
the Jones Act—section 27 of the Merchant
Marine Act of 1920.

The Jones Act has its origins in the earliest
days of our Nation. Its basic requirement is
that any vessel used to transport cargo be-
tween ports in the United States must be built
in the United States, registered under the U.S.
flag, and carrying a crew made up of U.S. citi-
zens. Relying on American ships and crew-
members, the Jones Act provides tangible
benefits for our national defense. The Jones
Act fleet provides the experience needed to
maintain trained and loyal American-citizen
merchant mariners. Our merchant marine ves-
sels, both private sector and Government
owned, rely on the abilities of these merchant
mariners to operate. Without the Jones Act,
we jeopardize our national security interests
and place our men and women in the Armed
Forces in tremendous danger.

As important as our national security, our
Jones Act fleet is also an essential part of the
transportation industry in this country. The
fleet contributes approximately $15 billion a
year to our economy and employs 124,000
American workers. Because of the Jones Act,
the United States will always have a safe and
reliable maritime system.

With these important benefits in mind, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to support this
resolution and to reaffirm in the strongest pos-
sible terms our support for the Jones Act.

This resolution spells out, loud and clear,
that Congress will not allow the Jones Act to
be weakened. It says that we will not allow
substandard foreign-flag vessel—and their for-
eign crewmembers who are paid less than
minimum wage—to push the U.S.-flag fleet out
of its own market. It declares that if we did not
have the Jones Act, these same foreign-flag
vessels, free of virtually all U.S. laws and
taxes, would also be able to compete unfairly
against our domestic trucking, railroad, and
pipeline industries. This resolution says that
we will not allow that to happen.

This resolution says we are not going to
hand over an entire American industry to for-
eign operators. More than 40 other maritime
nations have laws similar to the Jones Act,
and in this country we have similar laws that
preserve our other transportation markets—
like trucking and aviation—to American com-
panies and American workers. With this reso-
lution, Congress reasserts this Nation’s com-
mitment to maintaining a strong domestic mar-
itime industry—with American ships and Amer-
ican workers.

This resolution promotes fairness to Amer-
ican businesses and American working men
and women. It promotes our commitment to a
strong national defense with no cost to the
taxpayer. It promotes a safe and reliable na-

tional transportation system. And it promotes a
vital sector of our economy. I ask my col-
leagues to join in supporting this resolution.
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Mr. WEYGAND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
bring to your attention the momentous occa-
sion of the 100th anniversary of the Rhode Is-
land Audubon Society.

Founded as the State’s first environmental
organization, the Audubon Society of Rhode
Island was originally established to protect
birds from the feather trade. It now actively
addresses a wide range of natural resources
and environmental issues and is dedicated to
advocacy, education, natural area protection,
and land management. The Audubon Society
of Rhode Island independently protects over
8,000 acres of coastal property and wood-
lands of diverse natural habitats. Each year,
over 15,000 students and teachers statewide
participate in environmental education pro-
grams ranging from classroom sessions, natu-
ral history field trips, summer camps, and
teacher workshops and trainings.

Serving the second most densely populated
State in the Nation, one with limited natural re-
sources and an industrial economy, the Audu-
bon Society of Rhode Island actively fulfills its
environmental stewardship through preserva-
tion and protection of Rhode Island’s treas-
ured natural heritage.

With 3,500 members, the Audubon Society
of Rhode Island is a very respected voice in
local ecological issues.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me, our col-
leagues, the members of the Audubon Society
of Rhode Island and the State of Rhode Is-
land, in recognizing the momentous occasion
of the founding of the Audubon Society of
Rhode Island, and expressing our warmest
appreciation and thanks for a century of dedi-
cation to improving the quality of environment
for wildlife and for humans alike. We wish
them another 100 years of success.
f
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, we were all sad-
dened today to learn of the passing of the
former President of Israel, Chaim Herzog. Mr.
Herzog’s life mirrored the birth and early his-
tory of the State of Israel. During his career,
he served as a distinguished soldier, author,
and diplomat.

Mr. Herzog was born in Belfast, Ireland, in
1918, the son of a rabbi, and immigrated to
mandatory Palestine in 1935. He served as an
officer in the British Army during the Second
World War, and landed with Allied troops at
Normandy in 1944.

Later he served with distinction in defending
Israel from Arab attack during Israel’s war of

independence in 1948. After the June 1967
war, Mr. Herzog was appointed Israel’s first
military governor of the West Bank.

In the 1970’s, he served at the Israeli Em-
bassy in Washington, and was later named Is-
rael’s Ambassador to the United Nations. He
was the author of several books, including ‘‘Is-
rael’s Finest Hour,’’ a historical account of the
1967 war. Mr. Herzog was elected Israel’s
President in 1983.

Mr. Speaker, Chaim Herzog has been de-
scribed by his contemporaries as ‘‘a man of
war who loved peace.’’ The American people
extend to his family and to the people of Israel
their deepest condolences for the passing of a
man who has helped shape the history of Is-
rael, and who was a lover of peace.

[From the Washington Post]
FORMER ISRAEL PRESIDENT HERZOG DIES

(By Dafna Linzer)
JERUSALEM (AP)—Chaim Herzog, Israel’s

longest-serving president as well as a distin-
guished soldier, author and diplomat, died
today. He was 78.

Herzog suffered heart failure after con-
tracting pneumonia during a recent visit to
the United States, said Rachel Sofer, spokes-
woman of Tel Hashomer Hospital in Tel
Aviv.

When Herzog became Israel’s sixth presi-
dent in 1983, the country was divided by the
war in Lebanon and facing international iso-
lation. During his 10 years in the largely cer-
emonial post, Herzog made 45 visits abroad
and was credited with helping to shape Isra-
el’s image internationally.

He got mixed reviews, however, when he
set free Shin Bet secret service agents in 1986
who were accused of murdering two Palestin-
ian militants. Four years later, he pardoned
members of the Jewish underground con-
victed of attacking Palestinians.

Speaking in 1993, Herzog said his pardons
saved the morale and effectiveness of Shin
Bet after the scandal known as ‘‘Bus 300.’’
The agency had tried to frame Yitzhak
Mordechai, the current defense minister but
at the time an army commander, for the
deaths of two Palestinian bus hijackers. It
was later learned that Shin Bet ordered the
killings.

Born Vivian Herzog in Belfast on Sept. 17,
1918, Herzog was Ireland’s bantamweight
boxing champion before immigrating to pre-
state Palestine in 1935. His father, Isaac
Herzog, became the first Ashkenazi chief
rabbi when Israel gained independence in
1948.

During World War II, he was an officer in
the British army, landing with the allied
troops in Normandy. He was one of the last
British officers to question Nazi Gen.
Heinrich Himmler before he committed sui-
cide in prison.

President Ezer Weizman, who served in
battle with Herzog in the 1948 War of Inde-
pendence, described him as a ‘‘talented man
and good friend.’’

Shimon Peres, the former premier and
Labor Party leader, called Herzog ‘‘a man of
war who loved peace.’’

‘‘Herzog was the most statesman-like man
in Israel. He was a military man, a president,
son of rabbis and man of the modern age,’’
Peres said on Israel radio.

Following the war, he was named the first
military governor of the West Bank, which
Israel captured from Jordan in the 1967 Mid-
east War. The aristocratic Herzog won plau-
dits for his commentaries during the war,
when his balanced and soothing reports put
the nation at ease.

Later, he became the first head of Israeli
military intelligence, served as U.S. military
attache in Washington, and in 1975, was ap-
pointed Israel’s ambassador to the United
Nations.
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